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DEFENSIVE OPERATION OF THE 3RD BATTALION, 157TH INFANTRY
(45TH INFANTRY DIVISION) ALONG THE MOLETTA RIVER LINE,
NORTHWEST OF ANZIO, ITALY, 7-8 FEBRUARY 1944
(ANZIO CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Heavy Weapons Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

Thls moncgraph outlines the defensive operatlion of the 3rd

‘Battelion, 157th Iafantry, U. 3. 45th Infantry Division in

the Battle of the Moletta River Line, Anzilo, Italy, 7-8
February 1944, during the initlal phase of the Anzio Campaign.
In order that a complete orlientation be given to the
reader, certain facts and events that influnenced the action
must-bé depicted. The reasons for the Anzlo landings shounld
be c¢larified so as to leaie no doubt as to the necessity for

talding this "caloulated risk" involving large numbers. of men

- &nd great quantlties of materiel.

l\dw—\ kS
NE

"During the winter of 1943-44, the Allies in Italy were
slowly smashling thelr way through rugged mountain obstacles
on the roads to Rome. Since the Allled invasion of southern
Itﬁly, the Germans had fought a delaying action in order to
prepere g series of defensive lines farther to the rear. The
main defensive barrler guarding the approaches to Rome was
the Custav Line, extending across the Itallan peninsula from
Minturno to Ortona (see Map 4). fThis defensive line was most
formideble; the enemy engineers having reinforced'the natural
mountain defenses with an elgborate network of pillboxes,
bunkers, and mine fields, The Germans had also reorganized
thelr forces to resist the Allied advance, and Hitler was de-
termined to gailn the prestige of holding the Allies south of
Rome." (1)

(1) R-1, p. 1:¥:



"opposing the Germans was the Allled 15th Ay Group,
wlth the U.S8, Fifth Army attacking on the western and the
British Eighth Army on the eastern sectors of the front., In
mid-December, men of the Fifth Army were fighting thelr way
through the forward enemy defenses, which became knowﬁ &3
the Winter Line. (See Map A) - . Braving the mmd, rain,
end cold of an unusually bad Itallan winter, scrambling up
precipitcgs mountaln glopes where only mules or hwmean peck-
trains ocould traverse, the Allied forces struggled to pene-
trate the Uerman defenses." (2)

"By early January 1944, Fifth Ammy troops had broken
through the Winter Line and had occuplied the heights above the
 Gariglisno snd Rapido Rivers, from which they could look acrcss
to Mount Casaino, with.§;gg1§1_§élwg_curving,around its base
into the Liri Valley. Before them were the main ramparts of
the Gustav Line, guarding this nstural corridor to Rome. The
Gustav Line was an even more formidable berrier than the Winter
Line, because of the snow-capped peaks flanking the Iirl Val-
leyAand the rain - swollen Garigliano snd Rapido Rivers. TUn-
less some strategy could be devised to turn the defenses of
the Gustav Line, Fifth Army faced another long and ardous
cempaign of mountain fighting." (3)

"rhe strategy decided upon by the Allied leaders, was an
ampbibious landing on the west coast_of 1taly, behindjgh;mw_M,
lines. This plan, which was to be executed by a singlo divi-
sion, was abandoned on 20 December 1943, the date set for the
proposed landing., Becsause of the tenaclous German oppoaltlion
and difficult terrain, the Eighth and Fifth Armies in the
(2) R-1, pe 1-2; (3) R-1, p. 2-3. |
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‘M?k unopposed when 1t lended on 22 Jamary 1944 In the vielnlty

Winter Line Campaign could not reach their assigned objectives,
This situation, together with the lack of availahle landing
eraft, made the plan for an immedlate amphiblous end-run
impracticable." (4)

"The continued slow progresa of the Allled sdvance caused
the revivel of the plan for an amphiblous operatlon south of
Rome along the lines as previously contemplated. Originally
planned as a subsidlary operation on the left flank of an ad-
vancing Fifth Army, it developed into 2 mejor operation far
in the Qnamy rear when the main Fifth Army troops falled to
erack the mountaln defenses in the south. Thls landing was
intended to cut the German communications and breek the flamk
of the Gustav Line. Furthermore, it was believed that the
Germans would move s pert of thelr reserves to halt the neﬁ
landings, and thereby imperil_the Mein Line of Reslstance 1n
the south. The U.8. VI Corps, seledted'to meke the landing,
consisted of British as well es American forces.®" (5)

"TPhe asseult force shipped out of Naples and was virtually

of Angio end Nettuno, Ttely. (8ee Map A) Due to the limited
0L tun« ‘

number of landing craft availsble, a three day turnaround was

required to bring in reinforcements. The enemy made every

éffort to rush troops to this area and, alded by the bad

. weather which interfered with Allied alr attacks on his qam-

munications, he was able to move units from the CGustav Line,
from the Balkans, and from France. Within the first two weeks, -
the Germans had dispatched enough reinforcements to the beach-
head to match the Allied strength. The Allied Commsnders de-

(4) R-l’ po 2"‘3; (5) R-’l, p. 3.
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eided to hold thsir present positions and prepsre for the de-
fense of the new beachhesd," (8)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

In the first week that the T. S. 45th Infantry Division
had been on the Anzlce Beachhead (this division hed landed as
reinforcements), the troops had relaxed somewhat, having just
left the scene of strenuous and hazardous combst in the snow-
clad mountains above Venafro, Italy, jusﬁ east of Qassino,

As the American lines were extended aﬁd conaolidated on the
perimeter of the new beachhead, the men were astounded at the
silence, which was only cccasiocnally disrupted by sporadic
small erms fire or the crash of an artillery shell, However,
this silence was most misleading and actuslly became omlnous.
m |

_ “?his silence gave no warning of the hell that‘was to be
égg}g. The lonely stretch of Itslian coast lookedkgannt and
uninviting to all men., The enemy hsd prepared few defenses
in this sector -~ they had not progressed beyond the mnsual
hasty field fortificatlions, trenches, some barbed-wire road
blocks, and a few mine fields, The infantry troopa orgsnlized
end prepsred defensive positions sbout the consolidated beach-
" hesd perimeter, for 1t was established by air reconnaissance
that the Germans were rapidly bringing in feserves to oppose
any advance in the directlon of Rome." (8)

Although the Germans devoted the first days of February
1944 chiefly to defensive measures, 1t became more and more
evident that supplies and reinforcements were belng bullt up
for a major counter~offensive. German artlllery fire in-

(é) R-2, p. 273 (7) Personsl knowledge; (8) R-4, p. 7l.
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creased in Intensity, and enemy patrols probed the forward
1ines. Highenr headquarbersrrealized that the Germans were mass-
ing for an attack, but had no idea from which direction it would
come. The enemy now had mmerical superiorlty, and from
limited vantage polnts, forward observers could watch German
tanks trundling out of the mountains to move into position
beyond normal artillery range." (9)

 "At the beginning of February 1944, tle German Fourteenth
Army was preparing to strike., FHitler had personally ordered
that the "Abscess" below Eome be removed, whatever the cost.
Having stopped the Allied drive toward Olsterna and Campoleone,
the Germans renewed their preparations for an all-out offengive
agalnst the Anzlo beachhead., For the firat two weeks of Febru-

ary, while these preparations were under way, the Germans be-

"lieved that VI Corps might agein attack to bresk out of the

beachhead. The German attacks of early February were desligned
to pave the waﬁ for the enemy's main offensive, and, by main-

taining constant pressure on VI Corps, prevent the Allies from
reorganizing for a new drive out of the beachhead. The follow-

ing extract, in part, from the Journal of the Germsn Four-

- teenth Army explains the reason for the attack on the Moletta

River Tine. "Fourteenth Army has planned attacks wlth limited

objectives, to sult various situations as they arise. Then the

| enemy‘is woakened by these attacks, an all-out counteroffenslve

 will be 1331;10566.“." | (10)

On 5 February 1844, the U. S. 45th Infantry Division less

the 157th Infantry reverted to VI Corps reserve and occupled

(g) R"é, p. '71; (10) R-l, P. 45'
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breakthrough positions in the center of the beachhesad peri-
meter, |

"The 157th Infantry Regiment was defending the west or
the coastal sector of the beachhead. (See Map B) The Britlsh
Second North Staffordshire Regiment was 1n position on the
right of the 157th Infantry, astride.ths main road leading
south into the harbor of Anzio, The hub of enemy activity in
the coastal sector was the area surrounding the factory at
Aprilia, situated on the southern edge of the town of Carrocebo,
Virtually a "no n;h's 1and", the factory could nelther be
claimed by the Germens nor the British, who held positions

i adioun L hntde #f Aol

south of*iilﬁ\?he enemy lsunched a tenk attack against the
British but the Tommies stopped the asssult with artillery
fire, However, the Germsns continued to press thelr advantage
throughout the night of 5-6 February 1944." (11)
."ﬁhiéh were located on a slight rise of ground, and stood llke
& Tortress domlnating the surrcunding countryside, The hamlet
a-af Carroceto, located 500 yards southwest of the factory and

<1 - just north of the overpass which crosses the Albano road and

the parallel railwsy, together with the factory represented im-
portant enemy objectives. Capture of the factory and Carroceto
were the next logical moves for the enemy as he plenned an all-
out effort along the axis of the Albane road. With thesé two
objectives in enemy hands, strikes could be made 1in several
different directions into the final beachhead line of defense,

A network of roads, with the focal polnts at the factory and

(11) R-3, p. 53-54,



Carroceto, would permit the enemy & tactical advantage to the
south and goutheast. The snemy plen of attack called for =
simultaneous assault on the night of 7-8 February 1944 by the
65th Infantry Division from thé west, and by Combat Group
Groeser from the east, converging on the Factory and Carroceto",

(12)
THE BATTALION SITUATION

Meanwhile, in the 157th Infantry sector the front remain-
od relatively qulet. Dufing the early hours of darkness on the
night of 3-4 FPebruary 1944, the 3»d Battallon, 157th Infantry,
relieved the 2£nd Battglion of the same regiment and was in poal-
tion to the west or left of the British Second North Stafford-
shire Battalion. While checking the newly assumed positions,
members of the 3rd Battalion disco#erad that the enemy was only
forty to fifty yards across intervening "waddis" or gulches,

It was also learned from the relieved battalion that 1t was

practicelly impossible to capture a German as a source of infor-

-matlon, even though they were withln calllng distance of each

other.

The 3rd Battalion was responsible for a frontasge of ap-
proximately 2400 yards with Company L in position on the right
snd in contect with the adjscent British unit. There was a gap
of_gbﬂ yards in the center, between Company L and Company I,
%ﬁith protected the left portion of the battslion sector. Com-
peny I had one rifle platoon 1n position to the extreme left,
separated from the main company position by a gap of 250 yards.

PThis platoon was reinforced with a section of heavy machine

(12) R-1, p. 55.



guns and a section of 8lmm mortars from Company M, and malntsaln-
ed contact yith the 2nd Battalion, 157th Infantry, 1000 yards

to the left, Thls gap between the two battalions was heavily
wooded and the few men defending it furnished asdequate protec-
tion against a breskthrough. Company K was in support, in the
center, about 300 yards to the rear or south of the gap between
Companles I, and I, In addition to the heavy waépens wlth the
platoon of Compeany I, another section of heavy machine guns was
in position on the right flank of Company I. The other platoon
oﬁheaVy machine guns was supporting Company L, with one section
on eaﬁh flenk of the rifle company., The remaining 81 mm mortars
(two sectlions) were located to support the entire front-line of
the battallon sector, One section of 8lmm ?ortars was in posi-
tion to the center rear of Company K,-wh%iggs the third sectlon
was to the right rear of Company K 1ln an abandoned rock quarry.
The 3rd Battalion Command Post was established in a diteh te the
right of the quarry, asd@ 500 yards in rear of Company L. A good
dirt road, running from the rear Just inalde the right flank

of the battallon sector, was utilized as the axis of commnica-
tion, supply, and evacuation. The battalion aid station wes at
the junction of this north-south road (supply) and the maln
east-west macadsm highway. (See Map C) (13)

After teking over this position, the 3rd Battallon, 157th
Infentry, was ordered to initiaste plans for a night raid to be
executed on the night of 7-8 February 1944 at 0100 hours., As
a preliminary prepsration for the raid, the 3rd Battalion was

engaged throughout the night of 6-7 February in constructing the

(13) R-3, p. 55; R-5.
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bwv'ﬁ‘jgz;ongeat fortified position possible under existing conditions

and the limitation of time end darkness. Inasmmch ss the ter-
rain was flat as a "table-top" with limited vegetation of small
serubs and weeds, 1t was necessary to confine the major part

of the preparations and movement to the hours of darkness. The
newly aasumed pésitions were reconnoitered for better alternate
and supplementary firing positlons, especlally for the automatioc
weapons of the battalion. Fire plans were checked, mine fields
ond wire eﬁtanglements were improved, positions were better con-
solidated and coordineted, and more adeqﬁata communications were
established. Additlonal rations, water, end smmunition were
brought onto position as a three-day reserve. Each machine gun,
both light and heavy, had 5000 rounds of smmunition available

at each gun position,'whé;ﬁgs the 8lmm mortars had 900 roundé
totel of H. BE. Light, H. E., Heavy, and White Fhosphorus sm- |
munition stored at each moptar emplacement. (14)

Final preparations for the raid were completed durlng the
daylight hours of 7 February. Complete and thorough snalyses
of maps snd the terraln were made, the ralding perty and. its
commender were selected and orlen §§E; The commander of the
ralding perty, the heavy weapons company commander, and the
battalion artillery lialson officer mede an serlal reconnals-
sance flight in artillery observation planes (L-5) to become
more familiar with their missions as outlined for the rald., As-
darkness closed in for the night, there was a feeling of con-
fldence snd optimism among the men that the raid would fulfill

1ts purpose in gaining information as to the intentiona of the

(14) Personal knowledgse.
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enemy. It was not suspected that the ensulng several hours
would prove a dilemma for all., However, it would be ascertaln-
ed that the preparations made for the raid would be of great
benefit in defending this position. (15)

THE DEFENSE OF THE MOLETTA RIVER LINE

At 2100 hours, just four hours priof to H-hour for the con-
templated raid, the 3rd Battallon positions were subjected to '
an intense snd jolting artillery and mortar barrage. As soon
.as the barragé subsided somewhat, German infantry with strong
tank support suddenly assaulted Gompany L and the adjacent
British on the right., While the main enemy pressure was hurled
between Company L and the left flank unit of the British Second
Xorth Staffordahire_ﬁegiment, Gompany I fought off a limlted
diversionary attack. There were several farm buildings 350
yards to the front of Company L, which the enemy employed as
en assembly area to discﬁarge waves of infantry into the 3rd
Battellionts right flank., Increased activity around the farm

buildings disclosed that the Germans had orgsnized for more than

. Just a smell-scale attack, Several hundred yards to the right

" of these buildings; sixteen Mark VI (Tiger) tanks were slowly

but unhaltingly rumbling towards the British positions, Three
hundred yerds to the left of the farm houses an gbandoned
American tank (M3) was fully utilized as a plll-box. Even
though the tank was immobilized, the Germans had orgsnized a
strong polnt of three heavy machine guns, with excellent flelds
of fire, around end under the stricken vehicle, Soon 1t was

4+

discovered that five @erman Tiger tanks wore roaming about to

RS
(15) Personal knowledge.
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the direct fromt of the gap between Compsnies I and L., Ap- :Z\
parently these armored monsters were leisurely and playfulkf/
endeavoring to locate a weak peiht along the forward line.
Company I was alert to this mechsnized threat and marshalled
the only active anti-tank measures avéilable for defense -
bazooka men were in the most advantageoua firing positions-
end the artillarx)forWard observer was firing all evailable
guns at‘fifﬂffféé§§' The passive anti-tank measures of mine
fields would be partially effective in retarding the few tanks
which might bresk through.u“YigfLui? Wiﬂxthﬁ\r{&&é

When the attack had started, all men wers alerted(;o battl%
because of the tremendous volume of desdly artillery, tank,

mortar, asutomatic weapons, and small arms fire that covered the

the battalion switchboard operator opened all clreults effect-
ing a "party line", which connected the battalion éommander,

the company commanders,rand the mortar and artillery observeré:
A lateral line had bgﬁn 1sid to the Brlitigh, establishing com-

runicaetion with them., (17) ﬁﬁ{'
7

The Germens!? initiéifprephratery and subsequent covering
fires agtuallj destroyed the four heavy machine guns in the
aectef of Company L and the two heavy machine guns in Compsany
I'a right flank within the first tﬁirty minutes of the attack.
It“wag uncanny how the enemy neutrasllized these automatic
weapons as quickly as they did. (18)

In addlition to the 1light machine guns of the rifle compan-

le¢s, there were two extra light machine guns from Company M In
(16) (17) (18) Personzl knowledge.
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position on the left flank of Cempany L which the enemy hed not
known about., Several hours before the enemy attack, the heavy
weapons company commander had organized a provisional light
machine gmm platoon to reinforce the forward positions. At
least two men from esch heavy machine gun squad were transferred
to this provisional platoon to serve as gun crews for the light
machine guns. Qualified men were placed as section lesaders snd
the First Sergesnt became the platoon leader. One section of
this platoon, wilth the First Sergeant, crawled into posltion
shortly before dark, The other sectlion was to occupy & position
in the sector of Compsny I after dark and reinforce 1tself with
several men from the heavy machine gun section in that area.
The_provisional light machine gection in Sompsny L's sector
occupied a strategic firing peaiti;; end the crews o;}thesa two
guns accounted for a large number of enemy casualties: Con-
tinuous firing of these weapons stopped the enemy penetration
into the left flank sector of Company L. As the grey-clad Ger-
mans moved forward and endeavored to cut their way through the
wire obatacles, these guns, unaccounted for by the enemy, liter-

\ally mowed the attackegﬁ down like faltering stalks of grain

' \awaying to the ground% This sudden and wholly unexpected demon-

stratlon ofaccurate automatic fire power turned aside the oncome
ing waves ef assaulting infantry, thereby requiring the enemy
to lncrease his striking force at the point of contact. hﬁl”

 As the_assaulting hordes wavered momentarily, end then
pressed their ngantage_of overwhelming numbers in aqslightly
new direction of attack, there was the timely and dramatic ep-

pearance of two men from Company L on the 1lmmediate scene of

14



actipn.' These two soldiers, one a sergeant and the other a

German-3p§aking private, had cautiously crawled to a vantage

point in one of the dry waddis., When the right flank of the
ow? M G's Frarclos outs

enemy was suddenly turmed by heavy machine gun fire, the Ger-

man officers snd non-conmissioned officers could be heard

bellowing commands to maintain unity of orgsnization and to

keep contact with adjacent units. It was at this opportune

moment that the two American soldiers decided to play havoe \

with their German counter-parts. The German-spesking Amerlcans

subjected the enemy to a mixture of official sounding commends

and sworn epithets while the_American sergeant demonstrated hila

prowess as a grenade-thrower, This little side-light provided

a touch of comedy to what was meant to be entlrely a tragedy?

Any enemy soldier# that had strayed or had become lost from‘his'

unit was ordered by the Amerlcam to move in the lgtter's dlirec-

tion., The "G.I." even lashed out with fluent obscene German

retorts to entice the enemy within grensde range of the two

men from Company L. Addlitional grenades were supplled the

sergeant and he and his comrade realized guite a profitable

hour of labor before withdrawing into thelr compeny's maln pesil-

tien., (19)

During the initis) phase of the attack, the commander of
Compeny L, Captain €lifford R. Austin, had requested immediate
8lmm mortar fire in the vieinity of the farm buildings. Enemy
reserves were belng gasembled here in order to explolt any

serious penetration or major break in the fqrward lines. The

81mm mortar section, emplaced in the quarry, was assigned the
(19) Statement of Captain Clifford R. Austin, 10 February 1944.
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fire mliasion of dispersing the enemy forming in rear of the
farm buildings. This target had been previously designated
as a primary target and registration fires had been completed
by this section of 81 mm mortars. Forty to fifty rounds of
H.E. Light ammunitlion were fired at a rapid rate and there-
after sustalned fire was maintalned for several hours, This
one sectlon of 81 mm mortars expended 3600 rounds of ammuni-

_tion. Several hundred rounds were fired "blind" - without

e

. ;.1!.

‘ﬁﬁya“/ the employment of & Forward observer.

A When Company L requested fire on the enemy assembly area,
1t was dilscovered that the platoon leader and two section
leaders of the 81 mm mortar platoon were isolated and "cut-off"
from friendly troops, along with an artillery forward obser-
vers! party of four men. The heavy weapons company commander
conversed with hls mortar platoon leader by telephone and
‘learned that the trapped observers could not escape from their
obgervation ??ﬁ? == two story stucco house located in the

| A&XN¢J~wgép beﬁwééﬁncomp;hies I and L. The observers reported that

fN> bursts of machine gun fire prevented them from using the win-

dows to observe and adjust artillery and mortar fire on avail-

able enemy targets. Consequently, these observers were of

no assistance in firing on the reserves formlng near the farm

bulldings. Inltlally, the mortars were actually obtaining

A}Ffﬁﬁ*l.éxcéllent results without the use of observers. Captain

gt Austin reported that the fire was perfect - exactly where he
wanted it, and %o maintain heavy fire on that target.

The heavy weapons company commander contacted the bat-

talion commaender at his forward O;P. and requested permission to

16




fake a squad of rlflemen from Company K and extricate the
forward observers from their positions. Inssmich as wire
communications were out and could not be maintained, and tﬁe
radio communicatlion proved inadequate, the request was grant-
ed. BSubsequently the F, 0., parties returned to safety after
spending an harrassing heur, ‘They soon occupled other 0.P,'s
snd contributed to the defensive battle action}+vuj‘

The heavy weapons company commander suggested that the
battalion commender move his 0, P, to another site that of-
fered better observation send much more protection. The sug-
goestion was ignored snd the battslion commander remsined in
a position that the enemy was continually shelling in order
to maintain better control of the situation. A short time
later the battaslion cormender was killed instantly by tank
fire and the battalion executive officer assumed command.

The new battslion commander had maintained close contact with
the progress of the battle and was well qualified profession-
ally to continué tha-dgfﬁgse of the peosition.

It was ascertain;g?%ﬂat the British Staffordshires were
fighting & losing battle against overwhelming numbers, both
in men end tanks, The British compeny on the immediate right
flank had fought couragibusly agalnst the several waves of
tanks attacking them, but the unit had been reduced to one-
third 1ts original strength, The Britishers had exhausted
their supply of emmunition, and their supply rosd had been
"cut" temporarily by a group of infiltrating enemy. The
Tormles requested the use of the 3rd Battalion supply road and
shortly afterwards this roasd was subjected to an intense shellw

17



ing by the Germans. However, the British were supplled with
emmunition from the distribution point in Compeny L's sector.
The Britlish had been partially equipped wlth some American
weapons and thils fact plus Company L having s reserve supply

of smmunition on position was conduclve to prolonging the battle
Insofar as the Tommiea were concerned, Thls proved to be only

a temporary measure, for the British company commander request-

ed permission to withdrew hls unlt and joln Oompany L,’after

‘having made their third bayonetwgttack due to a lack of ammuni-

tion. The British offider end sixty men, all that remained of
that unit, were granted thelr request gut wore eolther captufed
or killed before joining Gompany L. (20}

As soon as it was evident that the British posltion was
untenable, plans were made to reinforce the right flank of Com-
peny L with part of 3rd Battelion's smsll reéerve. The British
regiment had fought gallantly but could not be expected %o re-
sist indefinitely sgainst superior odds on flat terraln, Sméll
geps sppeared in their lines and in several hours the Britlsh
wore forced to withdraw sbout 400 yards and reorganize along
the waddis. This wlthdrawsl exposed the right shoulder of the
Srd Battalion's position.

The companles of the 3rd Battalion began shifting to estab-.
lish defenses agalnst renewed attacks which were sure to come,
Two squads from Company X moved to the extreme right flank of
Company L, end after seversl skirmlishes the enemy inflltration
stopped. 4 raiding party from Coméany K flanked and captured

a German machine gun crew which had pensetirated the lines and was
(20) Personal knowledge - Informstlon vila telephoné.
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pouring fire into Company L's position. The 3rd Battalion Rang-
ers, a platoon ef volunteers organized for ralds and combat
patrols, hurried from a reserve position to the extreme right
flank of the battalion to reinforce the two squads of Company

K. (21)

The collapse of the ad)acent British troops on the right
forced depany L to organize a perimeter defense. The right
platoon of Compeny I and the recently added reinforcements were
pulled back in order %o protect the right resar of the battallen,
The new position of Cempany L now assumed the ouﬁline of a semi-
circle or crescent moon, Later as enemy tanks and approximately
fifty paratroopers attacked the rear areas of the British asector,

k  the 3rd Battalion's right flenk was exposed to thls new threat.
To counter the situation, the battalion commander extended his
L:.I.ine fo the southeast, withdrawing Gompany I. to keep 1t from

J?Fbeing trapped. All aveilable men in the vicinity of the battal-

lon Command Post were employed to outpost the rear of the sector
ind to prevent further infiltratlion and penetratlon nearer the

command post. (22)

Meanwhile, Company I had withatood the minor thrusts made
at 1ts position and had reinforced the fires of Company K in
denying the enemy any penetration in the gap between the front-
line companies, However, a German %ank had broken through lnto
the left rear of Company I and was shelling the 8lmm mortars 1n
position behind Compeny K. Each time the mortars fired, the
tank retallated and tinally succeeded in driving the mortars
into the rock quarry, where they alded in turning back the tank
(21) (22) R-3, p. 55; Personal knowledge.
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to 1ts own lines.

When Compsny L had withdrewn to the southdast, its left
platoon (on the west of the company position) had a terrifiec
skirmish of thirty minutes in a successful sttempt to dlsengage
1tself and cover the withdrawal of the main force of Company L.
The fighting engeged in by thils platoon seemed to be a hopeleas
measure because it had turned into a2 hectic and cﬁnfusing hand-
to-hand affair._ However, the platoon, being composed mainly 6f
seasoned troops, fought hard and determinedly and became dis-
engaged through the efforts of one squad. This gquad screened
the disengsgement of the platoon and then resorted to individual
tactics and infiltration to rejoin their unit, Only two meﬁ
of this squad falled to return, so the actlon was considered to
be successful, (23)

A1l of the casualties, both the dead and the wounded, were
left behind so as not to jeopardize the withdrawal to the new
position of those men still able to fight. After Company L had
organized in 1ts new posltlen, combat patrols were dispatched
frequently to determine the strength end probable intentions of
the ipcreasing enemy forces to the east and south east (right
rear). Other patrols were orgenized to outpost and screen the
rear against further infiltretion, especially by a small para-
troop force which had been detected on the right rear. The
paratroopers were contacted snd soom 1iquidated., (24)

Fhe position of the 3rd Battallon remained intact but offer-
ed a precarious sitﬁation which grew more alarming as each min-
ute passed. The only supply road leading intdfposition was un-
der constent fire and several Jeeps "ran the gauntlet" to bring

(23) Statement of 1st Lt, Charles F. Barker, Jr., 10 Feb 44;
(24) Personal knowledge.
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in ammunition and to evacuate the wounded to the battalion aid
station. Due to the bulge in the British sector, the 3rd Bat-
talion was on the west shoulder of this indenture, protruding
1ike a large wart and ready to be "cut-off", \\“MF)
Divlision and Corps headquarters were alert to the 3rd
Battallon's predicsment and were endeavoring elther to reinforce
the battallion position or to have a sufficiently strong force
| counter-attack and partiaelly restore the over-run British posi-
tion. The latter solution was more deslrable inasmuch as 1t
would secure the right flank and rear of the 3rd Battslion, as
‘well as reesteblish the initiel line of the previous day. More-
over, the greatest problem was in locating a unit that counld be
withdrawn from the line in another sector without endangering
the strength of that portion of the MLR, and employ 1% as a
counter-attacking force in the hard-pressed sector, Reserves
in each sector were greatly inadequate and i1t would involve much
risk to shift units of battalion or regimental strength from one
sector to amother, Directly to the rear of the 3rd Battalion,
.hhare Were only several British artillery batteries (twenty-five
fzb’”w bounders) between the defending battalion and the service troops
| of VI Gorps in &nzlo, The only available infantry reserve in
the sector of the 157th Regiment was the lst Battalion, 2500
yards to the left rear, which occupied breakthrough positions
and eonaﬁiwmmggufhe qnly cumbat Eﬁ;ops between the MLR and
e
Anzio.wk(BS) fuu' \ _

_ Irmediate measures were required to maintaln & more tgpable
position and to gontinuerthe defense of this sector. At 0590_
hours 8 February, the heavily shelled 3rd Battalion command post
(26) R-5; Personal knowledge.
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and the two 8lmm mortar sections nearby were withdrawn, suffer-

ing casualties as men came under small arms and machine gun

{ire in attempting to cross open ground in the early dawn., Come
jfpany I made a slight withdrawsl to relieve increasing pressure
1ﬁby the enemy to exploit his gains on the battslion's right

flank, (26)

As soon as the new Battalion Commend Post was estgblished
and the 8lmm mortars hed been emplaced in new positions, Compa-
ny I lsunched a counter-attack at 0630 hours and regained its
former position. The enemy had occupled the ground formerly
held by Company L. When Company L had withdrawn to the. south-
east, it was necessary for Compsny K to retire a few hundred
yards in order to further support both front-line companies and
to repel the enemy 1f_he should atteck through the gap between
companies I and L. The new Maln Line of Resistance extended

fram,company I'a position on Buenripose Ridge to the east across

1ntervaning waddls and ‘then turned southeast for several hundred

yards. These waddis were natural obstacles with a depth of

ihirty to fifty feet and just as wide scross the top of the

gulch. These new positlions were organized around the waddis,

utilizing these fresks of nature to the maximum sdventage. Being

perpendicular to the enemy's advance, the waddis offered ex-

cellent defensive positions from which the enemy could be stopped ,
R\fraﬁ maki#g fufﬁﬁéf‘gé€§§3> As the enemy's attack slowed, new

lines eof cpmmunic;tian were established and by 0800 hours the

battalion posltion was consclidated and improvements continued.

A new supply line was established which required cerrying parties

(26) R-3, p. 56; Perscnal knowledge.
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to transport the supplles through a waddi thaﬁ lead directly
from the southf into the vicinity of the new battalion command
post. Ammuniﬁion, water, and rations were replenished, and the
new battalion ald station-established, near the Battalion Com-
mand Post, 800 yards west of 1ts former location.

At 0830 hours, the attack ceased and the (Germans begen con-
solidating thelr costly geins. Concentrated artillery and mor-

tar flre was maintained on the former positions of the 3rd Bat-

. talion In an effort to prevent the enemy from entrenching and

. establishing himself too permanently. It was believed that the

3rd Battalion could attack and restore lts inlitial positions,
However, all avallaeble forces in the battalion weré committed
and were actively engaged, and soon it was learned that the bat-
talion could not be assigned a resefve sufflclent to launch a
successful counter-attack to regain the old positions. OCne rifle
company from snother regiment was sent to support the 3rd Bat-
talion. It was now planned to reinforce the present position,
dig-in, and prepare for snother phase of defensive combst. (See
Map D} (27)

THE RELIEF OF THE 3RD BATTALION

At 1400 hours 8 PFebruary, a reconnalissance party from the
1$t Battallion arrived to reconnoiter the 3rd Battalion's posi-
tions in order to relieve the latter battalion commencing ap
dark that night, Instellations ef the Battalion Commsnd Post,
and the 8lmm mortars were relieved from dark, due to the fact
that these poéitions were well defilsded and hidden from enemy

observation. (28)
(27) (28) Personal knowledge.
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The relief was completed by 0100 hours and the weary men
of the 3rd Bsttalion marched to the breskthrough positions
formerly held by the 1st Battalion. Even though théy were tired,
dirty, hungry, and some wounded, the men of the 3rd Battalion
remained 1n good spirits, with the feeling that once again they
had withstood an enemy onslsught of superior odds. (29)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The Battle of the Méletta River Line served as a warning
to the Allies, especlally the 45th Infantry Division, that suc-
cesgful defensive tactics could end must be adopted to remaln
in control of the beachhead. At no time since the Salerno
lendings, in September 1943, had there been a necessity for a
major change in tactics - that 1s, from offensive asction to an
"all-out” defense of o stalemated position. The Fifth Army
ﬁroops hed been fhé aggressor for the majority of their combat
tims in Italy. Many of these troops had become lmbued with the
enthusiasm snd the confidence that is a result of successful
offensive actlion. The fact that the Batile of the Moletta River
Line was the first instance in many months that the Germans had
exerted any inclination of assuming the role of the attacker,
1s the resson for selecting this action as being lmportant, The
men of the 157th Infantry hed suddenly ceased their offenslve
operations end adopted defensive tactics designed to hold thelr
priceless sector of the beachhead. Normally,'there should have
besr a let-down of morale, confidence, and determination emong
the troops when they were forced to change from the attacker te

the defender. However, there was no perceptible change {(for the
(29) Personal knowledge.
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worse) in the spirit and attitude of the men, who for the most
part were seasoned veterans. If s change did occur, it was
the fact that the men exerted even greater confidence and deter-
mination in preparing adequate defenses to withstand the on-
slaught, which was certain to come. This preliminary engage-
ment served as a thorough test of defensive tactics for the Al-
lies, producling results which gllowed them to successfully with-
stand the attacks of the Germans in thelr main offensive,

After the battle, there was still a feeling of optimism

vﬁ- e
W g
“—ultimate outcome of this campaign in fevor of the Allied Armies.

,ﬂéﬁéfg _among the trGOps'and there were no doubts nor fears as to the
It was fortunate that none of these men could foresee the future,
inasmuch as they were to occupy these present positions, slight
recesaslions being necessary, for ﬁwo and one-half months while
being subjected to relentless German counterattacks of the com-
bined arms in greast strength. The major German offensive would
be conducted by siz.infantry éivisions and two panzer divisions,
p;ué Separate battalions of Tiger and Panther tanks, attacking
togother on a four-mile front over ground held by three regil-
ments In vain attempts to dislodge the Allies from thelr recent-
1y won beachhead, |
| It is the opinion of the writer that, although the Germans
were striving to capture the FPactory and Carroceto with a pincer
movement, the enemy hed planned to selze or cut the Bast-West
macadém highway. The possession of only a part of this road by

(/;he enemy would have serlously jJeopardized the possibllity ef
rzi (j defending the terraln north of this highwaj which was so vitally

| important to the defense of the entire beachhead, Combat Group
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Graeser was stopped by the 3rd Battalion 400-600 yards short

of this East-West road. In thelr subsequent main offensive,

the Germans never did reach this impértant road nor the overpass
at the junctlon of the East-West roaed and the Albaro-Anzle High-
way. It 13 belleved that the Germans had planned to use this
lateral road as s Line of Departure for thelr final assault on )
Anzlo i1tself, The deep waddis just north of this road defiladed
and well protected from Allied guns, would have provided the
enemy with numerous assembly areas for thelr "jump-off".

"Megsured in statistics, the night's fire fight was one
of the most concentrated in which the 157th Infantry ever en-
gaged, In two and one-half hours supporting artillery bat-
teries fired 24,000 rounds, while the 3rd Battslion expended ‘
its entire three-day supply of mschine gun ammnition., In help-
ing repulse the German assault, Company L's 60mm mortar crew
fired 2000 rounds, Company K, 1900 rounds, and Company I, 1700
rounds. As previously noted, one sectlion of 8lmm mortars in
Company M expended 3600 rounds slong." (30)

The casualties of the 3»rd Battslion were not too severs,
congidering the vital lmportance of the terraln defended. The
casualties inflicted on the battallon were mainly at the ex-
pense of Companies L and M. In materiel, the battallion lost
six heavy snd two 1ight mechine guns, one 8lmm and one 60mm
mortar. Some individuel equipment had been asbendoned, and the
81lmm smmunition that could not be hand-carried was destroyed
during the ordered withdrawel. The Germans had recelved heavy

losses both in men and equipment, because of the tactics em-

(50) R's’ Pe 56.
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ployed by them. The enemy hsad made slight gains which did not
Justify their lossges.

Shortly after the heavy machine guns were eliminated by |
accurate enemy fire, the heavy weapons company commander report-
ed the losgs of these weepons snd initlated verbal requisitions
to the regimental ordnance officer for the immediate replace-
ments of these guns., Within thirty minutes the replacement wea-
pons were delivered to the rock quarry. Upon checkilng the six
new guns, 1t was disgcwarad that only two of them were ready for
immedlate employment. The other guns were completely coated in
thick cosmoline. It 1s needless to comment that the wrath of
the heavy weapons company commander reached s new hlgh. The
supply personnel that had transported the weapons were ordered
to prepare the guns for immedlate use, These men lessrned a
valuable leason that night while cleaning the guns under harrass-
ing enemy fire, and in the future there were no complaints agalnst
the comp any supply persocnnel., Several truck drivers and cooks
were_brought forward and_ppessed Into service as replacements
for the depleted gun crews.

Several dsys after this action, the commander of Compsmy M
made an investigation te determine how and why the six heavy
machine guns had been destroyed so quickly. After discuséing
the si?uation with the officers and men of the unit he had re-
lieved, the M chpanw Gommander attributed the loss of guns to
several factors, First, 1t had been ascertalned shortly after
the 3rd Battalion assumed the positions that adequate alternate
end supplementary firing positions had not been selected and pre-

pered, When the 2nd Bettalion had been stopped suddenly and 1t
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was necessary to prepare defensive positions, the crews of the
heavy machine guns had neglected to adhere to all of the prin-
ciples for the tacticsel employment of thelr automatic weapons.
Fallure to prepare alternate snd supplementary firing positions
with routes leading to them was responsible for a critical
period in the ensuing action of the 3rd Battalion. Although _
these poslitions were belng prepared hy 3rd Battallon crews after
the relief of the other battalions, the lack of time ceught

them unprepared when the enemy attacked., Secondly, 1t was learn-
ed that the 2nd Battalion gunners had indulged 1ln promlscous
firing - especially at night. When asked the wreason for this,
the gunners simply replied that they wantad the enemy to know ‘
that they were still there and had plenty of ammunitlon. Yes,
the enemy kmew the exact location of these weapons and knocked
them out in short order. Several of the guns were in the pro-
cess of moving to other firing positions, but were destroyed
nevertheless, Even though thls proved more disastrous for the
3rd Battalion, the other battallons of the regiment never reo-
peated this grave error. Of course, almost everyone knew

better, but thls experience demonstrated realistically what

could'happeu when principles of defense were slighted.
LES30NS

1. OnucomparatiVely flat and open terrain, with cross-
compartmenta, sdequate and well-coordinated defensive posltions
can be maintained if properly organlzed,

2, A well planned night atteck (by moonlight) affords
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surpriso and 1nit1a1 success., The Germsns achleved completbe

surprise and early successes by esttacking several hours after
dark in brilliant moonlight.

3. Both active and passive measures of defense must be

Sy
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maintained.
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4, Alternate and supplementsry firing positions must be

rbili <y

located and est&blishod for riflomen and automatic weapons.
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5. Large quantities of reserve supplies, especlally am-

-

nnnition, rations, ard water, must be brought onto position to

s L

meet any amorgency.
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) 6, Extra automatic weapons, which can be employed almost
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immediately, should be availablo nearby.

Te Promiscous firing of automatic woapons dlscloses posi-

tions and must not be tolerated. SR
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8. Adequato and continuous oommunication is vital to the

successful defense of a position.

9. Additionsal light machine guns should be sllocated to
— , _
the heavy weapons oompany for employment in the defanse to aug-
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ment the fire pavor of the other autamatic weapons of the bat-
telion. Current T/0's and E's provide for this.
10, Reorganization ln the. defensa shonld be falrly con-
s i e
’stant fulfllling the needs of the immediate situstion as the
aotion develops.

1ll. Properly registered defensive fires, especially
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artillery and mortar, are decisive faotors 1n stopping the anamw
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in front of ths pesition.
12 Reserves should be available in the battalion sector

for employment as a counterattacking force to eject the onemy

S
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once he has penetrated tne position.
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13, Tanks can be used effectively in a night attack over
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open terrain if accompanied by 1nfantry.

14. Alternate supply routes shculd be selected in the
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" event that Ehe mein aipply artery becomes endangered or under

intense fire,

15, Problems and training in the conduct of the defense .
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should be provided for'in training sesasions carried on by cum-
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bat units undergoing a period of reorgenization in rear areas.
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